It's mid-winter. BK Elections already happened as you read this. So take time to lean back in the easy chair, football games are few now so close your eyes and think about springtime cycle riding. Think how it feels to ride down a long, empty highway (empty except for you, the bike and the open road). You know how to safely operate the cycle. You can handle a tire failure. You can lean into a turn. Well, how did you get that way? By learning and regularly practicing some cycle riding and "handling" techniques.

 

One of those techniques you have or are mastering is ....The friction zone....that area of the clutch between completely open and completely closed. 

 

You have come to the end of your little dream ride. 

 

Now, let's begin thinking about what you will practice when the bike comes out of the garage that first time in spring.

 

You will...pull the clutch in and put the motorcycle in 1st gear. Put your right foot on the brake, begin by letting the clutch out and begin feeding a little throttle and stay in the friction zone. Now you are going to practice a little before hitting that open road.

To PRACTICE the friction zoon feel - you should be letting the clutch out and begin feeding a little throttle and stay in the friction zone. By feathering the rear brake it holds the motorcycle back slightly. 

You have 3 ways to control your motorcycle, the clutch, the throttle and the rear brake. You must keep power to the rear wheel and stay in the friction zone and feed a little throttle. 

Get that "zone" feel. It will help you control the cycle on slow rides, like pulling into the parking spot in front of your favorite restaurant, or at the cycle dealer.  Now, let the cycle go a ways, then hit that brake and get back to the friction zone...feel it...let it out...practice. So you can control that “zone” when you need to.

 

RIDE SAFE – LIKE A BLUE KNIGHTS PRO.  Paul French MWRC Safety Officer 

